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WEBINAR  

TURKEY IN AFRICA 

 

CO-PRESENTED BY 

THE SECURITY INSTITUTE FOR GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP IN AFRICA (SIGLA) 

STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 

& 

CENTER FOR TRUST PEACE AND SOCIAL RELATIONS (CTPSR) 

COVENTRY UNIVERSITY 
 

 

DATE/TIME: 29 JULY 14:00-16:00 

DELIVERY MODE: MS TEAMS PLATFORM  

Updates: Conferences and workshops (sun.ac.za) 

Registration Link: http://bitly.ws/e6nS  

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

TIMINGS SPEAKER AFFILIATION 

14:00  
WELCOMING 

PROF B. BASER 
PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 

COVENTRY UNIVERSITY & 
RESEARCH FELLOW SIGLA 

14:10 
OPENING 

DR B. ARAS 
MAKING SENSE OF TURKEY'S AFRICA POLICY: LOOKING 

BACK TO SEE FORWARD 

SABANCI UNIVERSITY 
ISTANBUL 

14:20  
SPEAKER 1 

PROF H. SOLOMON 

THE DECLINE OF THE TURKISH POWER OF EXAMPLE IN 
AFRICA 

FREE STATE UNIVERSITY &  
RESEARCH FELLOW SIGLA 

14:45  
SPEAKER 2 

DR. SERGEY KOSTELYANYETS 
 

TURKISH MILITARY PRESENCE IN AFRICA: AN ASSET OR A 
LIABILITY? 

AFRICA INSTITUTE OF THE RUSSIAN 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

15:00  
SPEAKER 3 

PROF MEHMET OZKAN 
TURKEY'S AFRICA POLICY IN RESTOSPECT: SCOPE, 

CONTEXT AND FUTURE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
MAARIF FOUNDATION, USA 

15:25 
COMMENTS FROM DISCUSSANT 

DR E. TEPECIKLIOĞLU 
YASAR UNIVERSITY 

IZMIR 

15:40  
Q&A 

PROF B. BASER 
PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 

COVENTRY UNIVERSITY & 
RESEARCH FELLOW SIGLA 

16:00 
CLOSING 

PROF F. VREÿ 
RESEARCH COORDINATOR SIGLA 

STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/milscience/sigla/Pages/Conferences-and-workshops-2017.aspx
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/milscience/sigla/Pages/Conferences-and-workshops-2017.aspx
http://bitly.ws/e6nS
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BIOS OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

• Prof B. Baser (Coventry University) ab8225@coventry.ac.uk  

• Dr. Bahar Baser is an Associate Professor at the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations. She is also 
an associate research fellow at the Security Institute for Governance and Leadership in Africa (SIGLA), 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa. She is an expert in the area of diaspora studies, peacebuilding 
and conflict transformation. She has conducted extensive research on diaspora engagement in peace 
processes, post-conflict reconstruction and state-building in the Global South. She has published 
extensively on stateless diaspora activism and mobilisation in Europe with a specific focus on host 
states’ counterterrorism policies, radicalization of diaspora members and transnationalization of 
homeland conflicts. Her book “Diasporas and Homeland Conflicts: A Comparative Perspective” was 
published by Routledge in 2015. She has also published in prestigious journals such as Terrorism and 
Political Violence, Critical Studies on Terrorism, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Civil Wars, Ethnic and 
Racial Studies, and Ethnicities. Her research has been funded by the Swedish Institute, the Italian 
Foreign Ministry, Coventry University, Newton Mobility Fund, CBRL, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 
Gerda Henkel Stiftung and the Newton Fund-National Research Foundation (South Africa). She is the 
editor of Kurdish Studies Series published by Lexington Books and the co-editor of Diasporas and 
Transnationalism Series published by Edinburgh University Press. 
 

• Dr B. Aras (Sabanci University) arasb@rpi.edu  

• Dr Bülent Aras is Visiting Professor at Qatar University and Senior Expert at Qatar International 
Academy of Security Studies. He is also Senior Scholar and Coordinator of the Conflict Resolution and 
Mediation stream at Istanbul Policy Center and Research Professor of International relations at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. His writings include Turkey’s State Crisis (Syracuse, 2021) and Arab 
Spring, Turkey and Beyond (Routledge, 2016). 
 

• Prof Mehmet Ozkan (Maarif Foundation) metkan82@hotmail.com  

• Dr. Ozkan is Executive Director of Maarif Foundation USA. He taught at Turkish National Police Academy 
in Ankara, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in Bogota, Colombia; and International University of 
Sarajevo in Bosnia and Herzegovina. He was a researcher at SETA Foundation in Turkey; a visiting 
researcher at Cairo University in Egypt and the Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis in India. Before 
he took up his position as Colombia-based Regional Director of Turkish Cooperation and Coordination 
Agency in Latin America (2015-2018), Dr. Ozkan was director of the International Center for Terrorism 
and Transnational Crime in Ankara. He has a Ph.D. from Sevilla University (Spain), Master’s from 
Sweden and South Africa and Bachelor degree from Istanbul University. He has published extensively 
on religion and politics, Middle East, Horn of Africa, Latin American politics, radicalization, foreign policy 
of emerging powers, development, and more specifically on Turkish foreign and domestic policy. His 
website is www.OzkanMehmet.com  
 

• Prof H. Solomon (University of the Free State) SolomonH@ufs.ac.za 

• Dr. Hussein Solomon is Research Fellow at SIGLA, Academic Head of Department of Political Studies 
and Governance, University of the Free State, Visiting Professor at Osaka University, Extraordinary 
Professor at North-West University and a Visiting Professor at Nelson Mandela University. He is also a 
Member of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) and a Senior Research Associate of Research 
on Islam and Muslims in Africa (RIMA). 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ab8225@coventry.ac.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpureportal.coventry.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpersons%2Fbahar-baser-ozturk&data=04%7C01%7C%7C291578bda14545eca61208d942c4dbe9%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C637614236822487106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9UtAy1eSGaqwYeM4b%2BtBIkEuhFU%2FuYnZLOb7OGP8H5U%3D&reserved=0
mailto:arasb@rpi.edu
mailto:metkan82@hotmail.com
http://www.ozkanmehmet.com/
mailto:SolomonH@ufs.ac.za
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• Dr S. Kostelyanets (Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences)  
sergey.kostelyanyets@gmail.com  

• Dr. Sergey Kostelyanets is Leading Research Fellow and Head of the Center for Sociological and Political 
Science Studies at the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Associate 
Professor at Peoples' Friendship University of Russia and Senior Research Fellow at HSE University of 
Russia. His research interests include armed conflicts and conflict resolution in Africa, particularly in 
North Africa and the Horn of Africa, terrorism, secessionist movements, involvement of African troops 
outside the continent, and relations between Russia, Turkey, GCC countries and Africa. Dr. Kostelyanets 
worked previously at the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in the sections 
for human rights and for combating human trafficking. 

 

• Dr E. Tepeciklioglu (Yasar University) elem.eyrice@gmail.com  

• Dr Elem Eyrice Tepeciklioğlu is a faculty member at Yaşar University, International Law Implementation 
and Research Center, Turkey. She received her PhD in 2013 with the dissertation: “Federalism and 
Conflict Management: The Cases of Nigeria and South Africa.” She conducted her post-doctoral studies 
at the Centre for African Studies, University of Cape Town between 2014 and 2015. She has published 
widely on topics relating to African politics, Turkey–Africa relations, and emerging powers in Africa. She 
is the author of the book, Africa in Turkish Foreign Policy: Recent Dynamics, Opportunities and 
Challenges (in Turkish) and the co-editor of Turkey in Africa: A New Power? (Routledge) and Africa in 
World Politics (in Turkish). 
   

• Prof F. Vreÿ (Stellenbosch University) fvrey@sun.ac.za  

• Prof Francois Vreÿ is Emeritus Professor in Military Sciences, Stellenbosch University. He obtained his 
PhD in futures studies with a dissertation on alternative military futures from the Institute for Futures 
Research (USB) and lectured in the Faculty of Military Science, Stellenbosch University for 22 years. 
Prof Vreÿ now serves as the Research Coordinator for the Security Institute for Governance and 
Leadership in Africa (SIGLA), Stellenbosch University. He is a C1 Rated Researcher of the National 
Research Foundation of South Africa. His research fields include Africa’s emerging maritime security 
setting and maritime security governance off Africa in particular. His current post involves building 
international research partnerships on leadership, landward and maritime security governance, and 
cyber security. 

 
 

 
 
 

Turkey in Africa: A New Emerging Power? - 1st Edition - Elem Eyrice T (routledge.com) 
 

mailto:sergey.kostelyanyets@gmail.com
mailto:elem.eyrice@gmail.com
mailto:fvrey@sun.ac.za
https://www.routledge.com/Turkey-in-Africa-A-New-Emerging-Power/Tepeciklioglu-Tepeciklioglu/p/book/9780367502218

